Since Simmonds' (I914) original description, the concept of this disease has undergone a considerable change. The subject has recently been brilliantly reviewed by Sheehan and Summers (I949). The severe wasting originally described is now known to be a relatively infrequent presenting feature of the disease. It appears that many of the middle-aged, adequately nourished women with tired, immobile, pale faces apt to be diagnosed variously as myxoedema, premature menopause, chronic anaemia, vitamin deficiency or merely debility and exhaustion, are in reality suffering from a major or minor degree of hypopituitarism.
Of the four cases under review, the first was correctly diagnosed only after death, when lengthy out-patient notes were correlated with the post-mortem findings. The second was treated as a case of ' nutritional anaemia,' and only incompletely investigated; grounds will be given for the diagnosis. Cases 3 and 4 were recognized as suffering from the condition at an early stage and were further investigated.
Case i. A married woman of 47 was admitted in coma on 6.9.49 and died within six hours of admission without regaining consciousness. In the family history there was nothing relevant to her illness, and she knew of no contact with cases of tuberculosis. She had had three pregnancies, of which the first was in i940 with a difficult labour, the child dying at the age of 8 days with convulsions; the second was in I943 and the child is well; the third in 1946 was complicated by a retained placenta and haemorrhage, which necessitated manual removal of the placenta under anaesthesia, and blood transfusion. The child is well. She appears to have had no other serious illness previously.
Her illness started insidiously after the birth of the third child and the complications already noted. She thought that she had never felt well since then, but no definite symptoms developed until June 1947, when she noticed pains in the joints, chiefly the fingers, the wrists, the elbows, the shoulders, the jaw, the hips and the knees. In February I948 she had an acute febrile illness diagnosed as broncho-pneumonia and was in bed for two weeks with this. Her cough appears to date from this illness, but it was not until July 1948 that it became troublesome with expectora-
